
 

 

October 20, 2011 
 
1. Meeting Location 
The meeting was held via teleconference with participants calling in from the Reeve's 
High School Conference Room on Adak, ADEC in Anchorage, Region 10 EPA in 
Seattle, Washington, NAVFAC Northwest in Silverdale, WA, and several other 
locations.  The following people attended: 
 

Name Affiliation Location 

Esther Bennett RAB  member (community co-chair) Adak, AK 

Ed McNall RAB  member Adak, AK 

Chuck Mohn RAB  member Anchorage, AK 

Layton Lockett RAB  member Adak, AK 

Elaine Smiloff RAB  member Kodiak, AK 

Cynthia Galaktianoff Community member Adak, AK 

Chris Cora *RAB member (EPA) Seattle, WA 

Guy Warren *RAB member (ADEC) Adak, AK 

Meghan Dooley ADEC Anchorage, AK 

Ken Bower Navy - LANT Adak, AK 

Tom Sprague Navy - LANT Adak, AK 

Grady May Navy RPM Adak, AK 

Aaron Vernik Navy RPM Silverdale, WA 

Jamie Oakley ERS Adak, AK 

Frank McDonnell ERS Adak, AK 

Tom Dobson Ahthna Adak, AK 

Clint Lane QA Infrastructure Adak, AK 

JoAnn Grady Grady & Associates Seattle, WA 

Bill Rohrer URS Olympia, WA 

Jennifer Allen URS Pasco, WA 

   *non-voting RAB member 
 
2. Welcome and Introductions 
Community co-chair Ms. Esther Bennett and Navy representative Aaron Vernik called 
the meeting to order at approximately 6:10 p.m. (Adak time) and introductions were 
made.  Five community RAB members attended (a quorum), as well as several visitors 
on Adak.  
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Mr. Vernik sent regards to all attendees from Mark Wicklein and announced that Mr. 
Wicklein would no longer represent the Navy on the Adak RAB.  He then asked if Ms. 
Bennett would like to lead the agenda and she agreed.  Ms. Bennett began by reviewing 
the agenda and asking for changes or additions.  No changes were proposed 
 
3. Approval of Minutes 
The April 13, 2011 minutes were discussed, including a review of all Action Items.  An 
Action Item regarding the Information Repositories is ongoing and will be discussed 
later in the current meeting.  Layton Lockett made a motion to approve both sets of 
minutes, seconded by Ed McNall, and the RAB voting membership approved the 
minutes at 6:10pm.   
   
4.  Program Summaries 
Navy presented the Environmental Restoration Program Summaries, which included 
updates on Munitions, Petroleum Sites, Long Term Monitoring, and Institutional 
Controls.  The following summarizes the information presented and provided in packets 
mailed to all listed stakeholders before the meeting. 
 
MUNITIONS UPDATE 
 
In the absence of Ray Kobeski, who is the RPM for Munitions, Mr. Aaron Vernik 
presented the update for Operable Units B-1 and B-2. 
 
1.  Operable Unit B-1  
 
Mount Moffett Sites (AOCs MM-10E, MM-10F, MM-10G and MM-10H) 
A draft after action report, summarizing three field seasons of work from 2008 through 
2010 was submitted to ADEC and EPA in February 2011. The final after action report is 
planned for completion during winter 2011.    
 
Ms. Bennett asked whether work remains to be done on Mount Moffett.  Mr. Guy 
Warren responded that it is unlikely additional work will be performed due to access 
issues.  People should stay on the trails in these areas. 
 
2.  Operable Unit B-2 
 
Rifle Grenade Range (AOC RG-01) 
The final after action report for the field work performed in 2008 was delivered in April 
2010.  This site is currently being considered as an Adak No Further Action (NOFA) site 
in the OUB-2 feasibility study.   
 
Remedial Investigation\Feasibility Study (various AOCs)  
A draft final OUB-2 remedial investigation and feasibility study (RIFS) was submitted to 
the regulatory agencies in February 2011. The Navy and the regulatory agencies went 
to an informal dispute concerning this document in March-April 2011 at the Draft Final 
submittal. The informal dispute with the regulatory agencies ended on May 16, 2011 



with the navy changing the Project Manager and agreeing to submit a new draft 
feasibility study report.   Draft FS report was submitted to the Regulatory Agencies on 
Sept 13, 2011 with comments returned on October 13, 2011.  The Navy is currently 
working on Comment responses.   
 
Once the OUB-2 FS is finalized in spring of 2012, a propose plan will be generated for 
regulatory review.  The public will have an opportunity to review and comment on this 
proposed plan during Nov 2012.  The proposed plan will present the selected remedies 
for the 24 sites in OUB-2. There will be a 30-day comment period, announced in the 
Anchorage Daily News, in a Fact Sheet sent to the RAB distribution list, and on the 
adakupdate.com web site. 
 
In addition, for fall 2011 and spring 2012 the Navy contracted wetland delineation; 
endangered species and habitat, and historical and cultural surveys to support the 
future remedial actions for OUB-2.  A contract for at least a portion of the OUB-2 
remedial action work may be awarded as early as September 2012.  Remedial action 
for munitions in OU B-2 will not start until 2013 at the earliest. 
 
Mr. Guy Warren clarified that the subject sites near Andrew Lake are the last significant 
piece of land with munitions issues, and should be cleared by 2014. 
 
The EOD Det NW (Whidbey Island) unit has performed their annual Andrew Lake 
Seawall sweep in August 2011.  This is further described below in the Institutional 
Controls Update. 
 
PETROLEUM SITES UPDATE 
 
Mr. Grady May presented the update for Petroleum Sites. 
 
1. Free-Product Recovery 

 
This project involves removing free-product at the South of Runway 18-36 and SWMU 
62 sites.  Currently, the free product recovery program is scoped and contracted to 
continue through September 2012. 
 
Mr. Vernik commented that a reduction in free product recovery has occurred, allowing 
the Navy to reduce the frequency of free product removal (now 6 events per year), 
except boom maintenance, which is still monthly. 

 
2. Area 303 
 
The proposed plan was published in mid-August with the comment period ending this 
past September.  The decision document will be developed on the selected remedial 
approach. 
 
3. Building T-1451 / East Canal 



  
The EE / CA was finalized late spring. As a result of the EE / CA and other research, it 
was determined by the project team that more investigation is required at and around 
Building T – 1451 and the East Canal to determine the full nature and extent of the 
contamination. Planning for the upcoming investigative field work has begun and field 
work will occur in 2012, and a final remedial action has been planned in the out years. 
 
ERS will have several people on island in May 2012 through mid-August 2012 for the 
investigation and pilot study.  The method of disposal of contaminated soil is still being 
determined. 
 
ANNUAL LONG TERM MONITORING UPDATE 
 
Mr. Aaron Vernik presented the Long Term Monitoring Update. 
 
1. Groundwater Monitoring 

 
The 2011 field season work was completed in August and September 2011.  This work 
included the annual groundwater monitoring performed concurrently with the annual IC 
monitoring.    
 
The Draft 2011 Groundwater Monitoring Report is expected to be submitted to the 
Regulators in late February 2012.  It is anticipated that comments will be received back 
in April 2012, then a response to comment document will be generated and when all 
comments are addressed to the agreement of the EPA and ADEC, the report will be 
finalized (tentatively scheduled for late May 2012). 
 
This is an on-going, annual project. 
 
2. Marine Monitoring 
 
This program is on an every other (odd) year schedule. In June, 2011 field work 
associated with this program occurred.  Rock sole and blue mussels were collected 
from Kuluk Bay and Sweeper Cove and analyzed for polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) 
concentrations.  A technical memorandum is currently being generated to summarize 
the data collected.  There was a slight elevation in PCB levels, which was to be 
expected after last year’s dredging activity.  A Health Advisory Fact Sheet will follow and 
will be sent to stakeholders and posted on the www.Adakupdate.com website when 
complete.   
 
Ms. Bennett expressed some concern regarding the sampling approach and science 
behind the marine monitoring, in particular, it appeared that a high sample result was 
discarded and not very many samples were collected.  Mr. Guy Warren responded that 
sometimes “outliers” are discarded in accordance with the sampling plan, and that 
basically, people should avoid eating mussels from Sweeper Cove, since PCBs are still 
detected. 

http://www.adakupdate.com/


Ms. Smiloff asked about PCBs in the dredging spoils near the beach, and whether 
residents should be walking on the spoils or allowing dogs to play in those areas.   Mr. 
Warren responded that the PCB levels are very low and therefore not considered to 
pose a particular hazard requiring segregation.  It is prudent, however, to avoid drinking 
surface water or ingesting soil from the area where spoils were deposited. 
 
INSTITUTIONAL CONTROLS UPDATE 
 
Mr. Vernik discussed updates for Institutional Controls and the Comprehensive 
Monitoring Plan. 
 
1. Institutional Controls / Landfill Repairs 

 
There were no institutional controls / landfill repairs performed in 2011.  An institutional 
control inspection was completed as part of the annual monitoring program in 
September 2011.  There were no major findings, the landfills looked good and there 
were no signs of erosion.  A report documenting the findings is currently being 
generated. 
 
2. Comprehensive Monitoring Plan 
 
The Navy is currently updating the CMP.  This update is a complete restructuring in 
conjunction with the 5 year review update.  After 2011, the CMP updates will likely be 
minor and mainly focus on monitoring changes only. 
 
3. Excavation Permits 
 
Two excavation notifications were received with permits issued since the last RAB 
meeting. 
 
March 2011 – Windy City Cellular – expand electric and fiber service on Adak to USGS 
Seismic Station Vault 
 
August 2011 – URS - Biological, wetlands, and cultural surveys at 11 OU B2 sites 
 
4. Munitions Recoveries 
 
During their seawall sweep work in August/September 2011, EOD Det NW found 140 
ordnance items including 9 mortars, 36 casings/cartridges (with primers), 86 small arms 
ammunition and 9 fuses within Parcel 4.  EOD Det NW recovered these items and 
destroyed them in the OB\OD area. 
 
Approximately 2,030 cartridge actuated devices (CAD - JAU-lIB) found by EOD Det NW 
while they were performing detonation work in the OB\OD in September 2010 were also 
destroyed during this annual visit.  
 



5.  IC Education / Awareness Activities 
 
New posters, hiking trail maps, bookmarks, coloring books, magnets, and mugs have 
been generated and an initial distribution to Adak entities has been completed.  
 
The Navy continues to solicit feedback quarterly from approximately 10 on-island 
businesses, representatives, and local government representatives on IC needs, and 
when on island, interviews residents including children to gauge their knowledge. 
 
Mr. Ed McNall asked about the removal of abandoned monitoring wells.  Mr. Vernik 
responded that the Navy has embarked on a program of decommissioning wells, to be 
started in 2012.  There are approximately 200 wells which will be decommissioned by a 
drilling company. 
 
6.  Munitions Response Desk Guide 
 
The Navy is preparing a Munitions response Desk Guide which presents the munitions 
discovery and reporting procedures from the CMP in a stand-alone format. The guide is 
being developed at the request of the Fort Richardson EOD group and includes a 
graphic, table, and GIS-based database summarizing locations of all known munitions 
finds on Adak Island.  The desk guide will be an emergency response resource for new 
finds.  The Fort Richardson unit responds to emergencies, and the Whidbey Island unit 
conducts planned responses. 
 
The database is almost complete and the plan is in process.  A meeting with the Fort 
Richardson EOD group is being planned.  The plan will be reviewed by Fort Richardson 
and Whidbey EOD groups, ADEC and local emergency services. 
 
7. Five Year Review 
 
The Navy is currently completing the third Five Year Review for Adak, which looks at all 
activity in the last 5 years, and determines whether remedies are still protective of 
human health and the environment.  The current status is that Navy responses to 
comments from stakeholders have been submitted and will be resolved in the near 
future.  The Navy signature date will be December 13, 2011. 
 
8.  Adak Information Repositories  
 
Mr. Bill Rohrer presented an update on the status, as well as options for future 
maintenance, of the information repositories at the University of Alaska-Anchorage's 
(UAA) Library Reserve Room and on the second floor of the Bob Reeves High School 
on Adak.   
 
During stakeholder interviews in May, 2011 for the update of the Community Relations 
Plan, feedback and suggestions were received, as follows. 

 Electronic database would be helpful for searching by topic 



 Repositories should be more actively maintained and promoted 

 Significant interest in continuing to receive information 
 
A series of recommendations were presented. 

 Create “master index” of all AR and IR documents which are accessible to the 
public 

 Publish master index on AdakUpdate web site 

 Develop options for electronic access to most documents in the AR and IR 

 Remove or “clean up” existing paper repositories 

 Allow option to retain paper copies on Adak of frequently used documents and 
large maps (on request). 

 
Electronic options were discussed. 

 Copy entire (or a relevant selection) of AR and IR documents onto DVDs; install 
at UAA library and Adak; update periodically. 

 Upload entire (or a relevant selection) of AR and IR documents on AdakUpdate 
web site. 

 Combination of (1) and (2) 
 
Mr. Rohrer made the following suggestions for moving forward. 

 Solicit input from RAB members 

 Selected strategy may include a combination of web‐based, DVDs, and paper 
documents 

 Potentially poll AdakUpdate web site subscribers (120 currently) 

 Involve RAB in further decisions regarding access to documents 
 
Community members discussed the slow download speeds and expense for 
downloading data from the internet on Adak.  Ms. Bennett suggested maintaining 
information on the hard drive of a dedicated computer at the repository.   
Mr. Layton Lockett commented it would be helpful to have extra copies of the asbestos 
surveys, as these are often used by residents.  Ms. Smiloff commented it would be 
helpful to be able to receive internet-based information on a cell phone. 
 
Ms. Bennett asked when the Navy wants to hear from community members regarding 
their preferences.  Mr. Aaron Vernik suggested a survey of www.adakupdate.com 
subscribers.   
 
5. Community Report and Comments  
Ms. Bennett requested an open discussion to cover any other community questions, 
comments or concerns on issues not already covered.   
 
The RAB acknowledged that Ms. Mary Grisco, a long-time community RAB member 
residing in Anchorage, passed away in June 2011.   
 

http://www.adakupdate.com/


Ms. Bennett then made a motion to invite Ms. Cynthia Galaktianoff, who is a former 
RAB member, to join the RAB.  Mr. Ed McNall seconded the motion, and the vote was 
unanimous. 
 
The RAB currently has twelve voting members; therefore, four members must be 
present for a quorum. 
 
6.   Review New Action Items 

1. URS will update the RAB member lists. 
2. Aaron Vernik will provide information regarding the fish and shellfish sampling 

approach during biannual marine monitoring to Esther Bennett, as well as the 
document number for the Fish Consumption Advisory fact sheet to Layton 
Lockett.   

3. Mr. Layton Lockett will provide location information on the damaged sewer line to 
the Navy, as well as the location of the pits discovered near the road to Clam 
Lagoon which pose a potential walking hazard.   

4. The Navy and URS will develop a survey using the AdakUpdate subscriber list to 
poll subscribers regarding preferences for gaining access to repository 
documents. 

6. To ensure delivery before the next RAB meeting, the Navy will mail the meeting 
package three weeks in advance.  

7. URS will post the draft meeting minutes on the Adak update web site, 
www.Adakupdate.com, as well as the entire RAB meeting package for the next 
meeting. 

 
7.   Preliminary Agenda for Next Meeting 
Aaron Vernik suggested following the existing process by e-mailing the proposed 
agenda to the RAB a month before the next RAB meeting. The proposed agenda would 
be jointly developed by Esther Bennett and a Navy representative.  Interested RAB 
members could then e-mail or call their comments in to Aaron Vernik and/or Esther 
Bennett, and refinements to the agenda could be made accordingly.  A RAB agenda 
package will be sent out about three weeks prior to the next RAB meeting, and will be 
posted on the web site. 
 
8.  Set Date for Next RAB and Adjourn   
Ms. Bennett and others discussed that the next scheduled RAB meeting will convene on 
Adak on Wednesday, April 11, 2012.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:30PM, Adak 
time. 
 

http://www.adakupdate.com/


Attachment A 
 
Current RAB Membership – as of October 2011 
 
Name Affiliation Location Voting 

Member 

Esther Bennett RAB member  
(community co-chair) 

Adak, AK  1 

Cynthia Galaktianoff RAB  member Adak, AK  2 

Agafon Krukoff RAB  member Anchorage, AK  3 

Layton Lockett RAB  member Adak, AK 4 

Ed McNall RAB  member Adak, AK 5 

Chuck Mohn RAB  member Adak, AK 6 

Elaine Smiloff RAB  member Adak, AK 7 

Melvin Smith RAB  member Anchorage, AK  8 

Tom Spitler RAB  member Adak, AK  9 

Jack Stewart RAB  member Adak, AK 10 

Will Tillion RAB  member Adak, AK 11 

Cathy Villa RAB  member Anchorage, AK  12 

Guy Warren *RAB member (ADEC) Anchorage, AK   

Chris Cora *RAB member (EPA) Seattle, WA   

TBD *RAB member  
(Navy Co-Chair) 

Silverdale, WA   

 * Non-voting member   

 

 

A quorum to take action will consist of 1/3 of the community RAB members.   
 
Action items will be reviewed and approved by a 2/3 vote of RAB community members 
participating in the meeting. 
 
Additional members may be added to the RAB by a quorum present and a 2/3-majority 
vote of present RAB community members.   
 

 


